PLATO IN THE ACADEMY:SOME CAUTIOUS REFLECTIONS
John Glucker

A. "Teaching Activity"

1. Thomas Alexander Szlezak, Reading Plato, translated by Graham Zanker, London
and New York 1993.

Ch. 8. “For whom is Plato Writing?”, pp. 25-27. esp. p. 26. From the addressees of the
questions within the dialogues one could infer the addressees of the dialogues
themselves; in that case, the dialogues would have been written primarily for students
of the Academy as exercise-textbooks or as the basis of their discussions. Because of
their training in Platonic philosophy the students were certainly in a position to solve
the text’s puzzles and aporias and to supplement the missing proofs. The dialogues’
references beyond themselves would in this way be brought into line with an assumed
procedure in the Academy’s teaching of philosophy, or even be explained by it. There
is no room for doubt that on this assumption we would have a meaningful reading of
at least the very aporetic dialogues.

2. Thomas Alexander Szlezak, Platon Lesen, (Legenda 10), Frommann-Holzboog,
Stuttgart-Bad-Connstatt 1993.

Ch. 8. “Fiir wen schreibt Platon?”, pp 38-41.esp. pp.39-40. Von diesen Adressaten der
Fragen innerhalb des Dialogs konnte man auf die Adressaten der Dialoge selbst
schliiBen: diese waren dann primér fiir die Schiiler der Akademie geschrieben als
Ubungsanleltung und als Grundlage bei ihren Diskussionen. Auf Grund ihrer
Vorbildung in platonischer Philosophie waren die Schiiler gewil in der Lage, die
Ritsel und Aporien des Textes zu 16sen und die fehlenden Begriindungen zu ergédnzen.
Das Uber-sich-Hinausweise der Dialoge waren so mit einer angennommenen
praktischer Bestimmungen im Rahmen des Philosophieunterrichts in der Akademie in
Verbindung gebracht oder gar daraus erkldrt. Das sich unter dieser Annahme eine
sinnvolle Lektiire zumindest der frilhen aporetischen Werke ergibt, laBt sich nicht
bestreiten.

B. Misunderstanding or Ignorance.

1. Giovanni Reale, ¢ Introduction: The Italian Plato’, in Hans Joachim Kriamer, Plato
and the Foundations of Metaphysics, edited and translated by John R. Catan, New
York 1990.

p. xxi. Anyone who has found these theories abstract or even bizarre simply does not
understand them, or they do not have a familiarity with the Greek which is necessary
in order to grasp how in these metaphysical propositions Plato expresses in a faultless
way the key to life with sensibility, imagination, and thought that is precisely Greek



and reveals its most profound depths.

2. Hans Krémer, Platone e i fondamenti della metafisica, Introduzione e traduzione de
Giovanni Reale, Milano 1982.
Introduzione, p. 25. Chi ha trovato astratte o addirittura bizarre queste teorie,

semplicemente non le ha capite, oppure non ha con la grecita quella dimestichezza che
e necessaria a far comprendere come, in queste proposizioni metafisiche, Platone in
maniera perfetta propone la cifra del vivere, del sentire, dell’ immaginare e del
pensare che e propria dei Greci e ne riveli I’infinita essenza.

C. Evidence for IIEPI TATAGOY.

a.

“Large audience leaving”.

1. Fr.84,1 Gigon,' p.334.

(Gaiser’ 7, p. 452; Kriimer’ 1, p. 203).
Aristoxenos, Elementa Harmonica, ed. R. da Rios, p. 30-10-32,9 Meib. (dazu Nik.
Eth. 1095a17-28).

KaBdmep ApilototéAng dei dmyelto TOVG TAEIGTOUG TAV AKOLGAVI®V TP
[MAdtovog v Ileplt T'dyobod dkpdacy mobeiv: mpociévar pev yop EKacTov
vrohapBavovta MyecOai Tt @V voplopévov Todtav dvlpomivav dyaddv olov
mAodTov, Vylelav, ioyvv, 0 6Aov eddarpovioy Tva Bovpactv: 6te 8¢ Qaveinacy
oi Adyot mepl pobnudtov Koi apliudv Kol yeopetpiog kol AoTtpoAoyiag Kol TO
népog 6Tl dyadov otv £v, TovTEA®C oipon Tapddofdv Tt épaiveto aToig, 10 ol
HEV VTOKATEPPOVOLY TOD TPAYUATOS, Ol O0& KATEUELPOVTO® OV TPONOECHV GAL’
GHomep 0l £PIoTIKOL TPOC TODVOUA ADTO VTOKEXNVOTEC TPOGTESAV” £ 8 Y& TIC Olpan
nmpoeetifel 10 OAov, ameyivookey av 0 UEAMAWV AKOVEWY 1|, €imep fipeoke avT®,
Siépevev av v Th ellquuévn OmoMjyel. mpoéheyev pEv odv kol odTOg O
ApPIOTOTEANG O ODTOC TOVTOG TOG aitiog, ©¢ £pn, Toig uéAlovoly dkpodcHot
mop avToD, TEpl Tivav T éoTiv 1 Tpayuateio Kol Tic.

2. Fr, 84,2 Gigon, pp. 334-5.

Themistius, Oratio XXI, pp 245c-246a.

1.

Aristotelis Opera, Volumen Tertium, Librorum Deperditorum Fragmenta, Collegit

et annotationibus instruxit Olof Gigon. Berlin and New York 1987.

2.
3.

Konrad Gaiser, Platons ungeschriebene Lehre... Stuttgart 1963 (rep. 1968).
Hans Joachim Kramer, Plato and the Foundations of Metaphysics, transl. John R.

Catan, Albany 1990.



-3-

gnel kol [TAGTova TOV 60OV 0088V kdAVEY Elvol 6oeoV, 8Tt odToD Aéyovtog &v
1@ Tlepoiel Euvéppedv te kol Euvnecay ov HOVOV €K ToD GoTEOG KATIOV O OTjHOG,
AL KOl €K TAV Ayp@dV Kol €K TV AUTEA®V Kol EK TV EPYOV TAV ApYLpEinV: Kol
odv omvike tovg IMepi T dyabod Sieérer Adyovg, iAMyyiooce 6 mote O TOANG
duhog kai dmeppincav Tod yopod®, kai tedevtdv 61 KoTéAnéev gig Tovg LV OELC
Kol opuAnteg Td [TAdtmvi pdvov 10 B€atpov.

3. Proclus, In Platonis Parmenidem p. 688 Cousin (on Parmenides 127¢1-2).

gvtadba On 10D Adyov yevopevolr (ntodov €l AvayvowoTéov 1ol PIAOGOOIS £l
TIVOV TO E0VTOV GLYYpAuaTa, kabdmep 0 Zvov, Kol alodoty, &l kol TolElV Toutd
TOTE, TOWDTA AVAYIVAOGKELY 010, GOUUETPA TOIG GkovoVGLY, Tva P madwoty dmep
tov [TAdtovd eacty akpdacty €mayysilavia mept tod ayabod: cvAieyfjvon yap
TOALV Kol tovtoiov dyAov: ¢ O& Aveylvwokev ontdg, ol 0& oV cuviecav TOV
AEYOUEVOV, ATOMTOVTEG OOTOV KOT OAlyoL oyedov dmavteg EEeAnAvncay. AAAL
[MTAGtwvt pév 100t0 cuUPEPNKeEY €idOTL Kol TPOEWTOVTL TOIG ETAPOIC UNdEva TOV
eloldvtov [fortasse &€10viav] dtoukoivew: Ececbat yap &mi pOVOV TAV YvoPIipmV
TV Aviyvoow.’

b. “Companions taking down”.

4. Simplicius In Phys. p. 151,2-19 Diels (CAG IX). Ad 187al2.
Fr. 92 Gigon, p. 342.

(Gaiser 8, p. 453; Kramer 2, p. 203.) Source: Alexander.
Aéyer 8¢ 0 ANéEavdpog 0Tt katd [TAdtwva mavtwv dpyol Koi adtdv TV 10edV TO 1€ &V
€0TL Koi 1] A0p1LoTog dvdg, fiv péya kai pukpov Eheyev, o¢ kai év toig Iepi " dyabod
ApIoTOTEANG pvnuovevel. AdPotr 8¢ dv Tic kol mopd Xmevcinmov Kol mopd
Hevokpdtovg kol TV GAAwv, ol mapeyévovio €v Ty Ileplt T dyabod ITAdtwvoc
OKPOAoEL TAVTIEC YOP CLVEYPOWYOV Kol OlECHOGOVTO THV O00&av avTOD Kol TOOTOLG
avTOV APYOic xpficOat A&yovoy.

5. Simplicius In Phys. pp. 453, 19 455, 14 Diels. Ad 202b36.

Fr. 93 Gigon, pp. 342-3.

(Gaiser 23B, pp. 481-4; Kramer 3, p. 203.) Sources: Porphyry and Alexander.

p. 342. dpyog yop kol T®V aichnTtdv O &V Kai TV AOPoTOV (oot dvdda Ay TOV
[Miétova, TV 8¢ ddpiotov dvdda kai dv Toic vontoic T10eic dmeipov etvan Edeye, kol O
péyo kol T PKkpoOv apydg Tdeic dmepov givar Eleyev &v toic Ilepi T°dyadod Adyorc,
oic Apiototédng xoi Hpoxhieidng xoi ‘Eotiodiog koi dAlot tod IMAdtovog &taipot

4, Xmpov 1 yopov W marg.

5. The Oxford editors refer in a note to this passage to the Aristoxenus story (our
passage 1). But would Proclus be more familiar with Aristoxenus’ work on music than
with an Aristotelian work?
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mopayevopevol avéypoyov T pnoévia aiviypatwods, g éppndn. Ilopedprog o0€
[Fr.174 Smith] SwapBpodv avtd mayyehdpevog 1ade mepl adTOV YEYPOQEEV &V TG
dunPo...

p. 343. Tadto 6 Hopevprog einev avtii oxedov tij Aééet, drapOpodv émayyeAdpevog To
év ) Ilepl T'dyabod cuvovsia aiviypatmddg pnbévta, kai iomg 6t cOhppovo ekelva
nv toig &v dUPo yeypapuévorc. koi ovtdg &k tév Ilept T dyodod Adyov Tod
[TAGtwvoc oporoydv Aéystv, ob¢g iotdpnoav AplototéAne 1€ Kol oi dAlot Tod
[TAdTovog £Taipot, Tade YEYPAPE. ..

c. Other references to IIT.

6. Simplicius In Phys. p. 503, 10-35 Diels. Ad 207c18.

Fr. 94 Gigon, p. 343.

Tod yap [TAdtwvog €v toig Ilepl T dyaBod Adyoic eimdvTog 10 HéYa Kail TO HIKPOV TNV
VANV KTE.

7. Asclepius In Metaph. Pp. 76-8 — 77.17 Hayduck (CAG VI1.2).

Fr. 95 Gigon, p. 344.

(Gaiser 48B ", p. 528).

Kak@®v pévrot ye ob @apev etvar id6ac T yop Kakd @ SVl AvoumdsTaTe VTP Oovst
kai tapveiotavral [SIC], ag Aéyeton &v Taig [TAatwvikaic cuvovsiog.

8. Simplicius In Phys. pp. 545, 18 — 546, 21 Diels. Ad 209b33.

Fr. 96, 4 Gigon, p.346.

10 0& pebektikov €v pev toic dypdooig taic Ilepi T dyabod cvvovciong péyo kol
HIKpOV €kdAet, €v 8 T® Tipaim VAN, fiv Kol témov kal ydpov ovopole. ..

9. Philoponus /n Phys. p. 521, 9-15 Vitelli (CAG XVII). Ad 209b13.

Fr. 96, 6 Gigon, p. 347.

Tovtéotiv dAAwg &v 1@ Twaiom v DAnv dvopdlov kol GAA®G €v TOig Adypaolg
JOYUOCLY, TOVTESTV €V TOiG Aypdoolg cuvvovciong. &v pev yap Toilg aypaeolg
oLVOLGTOLG PEYO Kol LUKPOV EKAAEL TV DANV.

d. Two References to Ilegl prhocodios.

10. Philoponus In de Anima, pp. 75, 34 — 78, 26 Hayduck (CAG XV). Ad 404b18.
Fr.97, 2 Gigon, p. 347.

(Gaiser 25B, p. 486.)

ta [epi T dyabod émypagoueva Ilept prrocopiog Aéyer &v €keivolg 08 TG dypaoovg
ovvovasiag Tod [TAdtmvog iotopel 0 ApiototéAne. €ott 8¢ yviolov avtod 10 BiffAiov.
ioTopel ovv kel v ITAdrovog kol tdv [Tubayopeiov mepi TV Sviov Kol TdV dpydv
avTAV d0ENGC.
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11. Simplicius In de Anima, pp. 28,5 — 29, 23 Hayduck (CAG XI). Ad 404b18-19.

Fr. 97,3 Gigon, p. 349.

(Gaiser ibid.)

[Tepi @urocopiog vOv Aéyet ta Ilepi oD dyobod avt®d €k tHig ITAdtwvog
avayeypappévo cuvovsiag, €v oig iotopel tég te [Tvbayopeiovg kai tag IMAatwvikag
mePt TV dvtwv 06&0c.

D. A Passage of the Seventh Letter.
Plato(?), Seventh Letter 341c4-d1.

obKovv €udv ye mePL AOTAOV E0TIV GUYYPOUUN OVOE UNTOTE YEVNTOL PNTOV YOp
oVdOUDG €0TV (G dAAa pobnquata, GAL €k TOAARG cuvovsiog yryvouévng mepl To
npdypa avtod Kol Tod oulv dEaipvnc, olov md Tpdg TdNcavTog EEapBLy PdC, &V Tii
Yuyt] Yevopevov avtod £avtd 1o TpEPEL.

E. Epicrates.

Epicrates Fr. 10 (11) Kassel-Austin. (Athenaeus Epit. II, 59D; Eustathius In Il. p. 864,
31).

Tl [TAdtov

7ol ZreVoLTmog ®ot Meveédnuog;

OOG TLOL VUV 6LOLt@£g>ov0w;

mota Govtic, molog 0¢ AOYog
dlegevvaTol T TOloLV;

TAOE POL TUVUTAG, €L TL RATELOMG

fneis, MEov, meog I'ag ¢ ) .

(B.) &M olda Aéyerv megl TvdE cadde.
[Tavadnvaiolg yag i0mV ayéAnv

( ) pepanrimv

€V yupvaoiolg Axodnuetog

fjxovoo Moywv adpdtwv, ATommy.

TEQL YOO PUoEWS AdpoLLouevOoL
6L8)%(1)QLCOW Cowv te Blov

OEVOQWV TE PUOLY Aaydvov Te YEVT,
QT €V TOUTOLG TNV XOAOXVVTHV

¢ENTalov Tivog €0Ti Yévoug.

(A.) %0l T 10T dQ MELOAVTO RAL TIVOS YEVOUG
elval TO GuTOV; ONAWOoOV, el »ATOLOOA Ye.
(B.) mowtiota pev <ovv) mdvteg Avavoels
TOT EMECTNOAV KOL HDYPOVTES

%QOVOV 0% OLLyov dlepeovTILOV.

rQT EEalPVNG, ETL HVTTTOVTWV

%ol TNTovvTwv TOV Heaxriny,



Aayavov tig £pm otoyyOlov elval,
ol 6’(’)’00»09%{’-:\/6@0\/ 0 €teQoc.

TaDTO O AROVWV L0TEOG TIg

Znehag Ao YOG

RATETQAO AVTAOV MG AMEOUVT™YV.

(A.) M mov dewvidg mEYiobnoav yhevdleoOal t’éﬁ()qoow;
TO YO0 €V AEOY LS TOLOEOOE TTOLADTO TTOLELV EVTTQETES.
(B.) 008 ¢uéAnoav toig petpaxiols.

o ITAGTwVv a.0€ maemV ®al Lo TRAMG,

00deV £mETE avTolc

oy )

adoiCeabau tivog €oTl yévouc.

oi 0¢ Oufjpouv.

F. Oi tag i0éag Ti0épevor (Aéyovteg, and the like), outside Met. M 4.
a. In Met.
1. Met. 4,9, 989b33 — 990b2.

nepl p&v ovv tdv Iubayopsiov aeeicOm o viv... ol 8¢ Tac idéac T10éuevol TpdTov
pev (nrodvteg tvdl TdV dvtov AoPeiv tog aitiog Etepa tovTOG 160 TOV APLOUOV
gKOUGAV. ..

2. Met. Z, 11, 1036b13-15.

Kol TV TG idéac Aeydviov ol pdv adtoypopunv v Svdda, ol 8¢ 1o &ldog Tiic
YPALLUTG...

3. Met. Z, 14, 1039a24-26.

QovepoOv 0 avT®V TOLT®V TO GLUPOIVOV Kol TOig TOG 10€ag AEYOovoly OVGioG
YOPLOTAG EVOL...

4. Met. 4, 8, 1073a18-19.

ap1Opovg Yap Aéyovaot Tag idéag ol AEyovteg 10€ag...

5. Met. N, 1090a16-17.

ol u&v ovv T10éuevor Tag 1840 etvar, kai dpdpove DTG Eval...

6. Ibid, 1090b20-21.

701G 0¢ TaG 10€0¢ TIOeEVOLS TOVTO UEV EKQEDYEL...

b. Elsewhere.

7. Top. B, 7, 113a27-28.

Soxodot yap ai idéat fpepeiv kai vontoi etvar Toic Ti0spévorg idag etval.
8.Top. Z, 6, 143b23-24.
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gatt 8’6 elpnuévoc TomoC xpNooc TPOC TOVS TIOEREVOLG 18EaC ETval.
9.7Top. Z, 8. 147a5-6.

.8 T0 €10M dxtéov OV TIOépEVoV 18€ag elvan.

10. Top. Z, 10, 148a20.

amadsic yop kol dxivnror Sokodoty eivan ai idan Toig Aéyovoty idéag sivar...
11. Top. H, 4, 154a18-19.

gott 8¢ yproLpov O To1dToV TPOC TOVC TIOEUEVOLC 10€0G Etvat.

12. Phys. B,2, 193b35-36.

AavBdvovot 8¢ Todto To1odVTEG Ko 0l TAG 060G AEYOVTEGS.

G. TAGtov, outside Met. A 6 and M 4.
1. Met. B,1, 996a5-7.

... TOTEPOV TO EV KOl 1O OV, kabamep ol [TvBaydpetot kai 6 [TAdtwv Eleyov, oy Etepdv
1 6TV GAL" ovoia TdV Oviov, 1j 00...

(Cf. I, 2, 1053b12-13, for the same idea.)
2. Met. B, 4, 1001a9-11.

[TAdtwv pev yop kol ol ITvBaydpetot ovy ETepdv TL TO OV 0VOE TO €V AAAL TODTO VTV
TNV UGV EIVAL...

3. Met. I, 5,1010b12-13.

domep kol [TAdtov Aéyer, ov dMmov Opoimwg kvpio 1 oD iotpod O Kol 1) TOD
ayvoodvtog... ( Thtt. 178b9-c7).

4. Met. 4, 11, 1019a4.

N Swmpéoet &xpiito IMAdtov. (Ross ad loc. assumes that this is based on "an oral
utterance".)

5. Met. E, 2, 1026b14,

10 [TAdTov TpdmoV TIveL 00 KOKAS TV GOPIOTKNV TEPL TO pn) OV Etadev.
(Cf. K, 8, 1064b29-20. almost in the same words.)

6. Met. Z, 2, 1028b19-22.

«.Oomep ATV 10 €lon Kol T podnpotTike 0Vo ovoiog, TPITNV 08 TNV TAOV
alcONTOV cONATOV 0VGiav. XTEVOITTOG 08 KOl TAELOVS 0VGLUG...

7. Met. 4, 6.
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1071b32-33. ...olov Agbxinmog kol ITAdtov: del yap eivai ooty kivnoty.

1071b37-1072a2. dAAd prv o0de TMTAdtovi ye 0idv e Aéyewv fjv oleton &viote dpymv
gtvat, TO aOTO £0VTO KIVOdV.

8. Met. M, 1083a32-34.

el 0€ €011 TO €V apyn, avaykn nariov domep ITAdtwv Eheyev Eyetv mepi TovC ApOUovG,
Kad elvat Svado TpOT™V Kai TpLéda.

9. Physics. 187al16-17 (Plato's 10 péya kol 10 pkpdv are vmepoyn Koi EAAEWYIS.);
203a4-6; (Plato and the Pythagoreans on an dpyn which is 0v kai édnepov); 203al5
dvo T Gmepa, O pPEya kol O pkpdv). 206b27-28 (ITAdtwv... dvo T dmepa
émoinoev); 209b11-16 (contrast between Timaeus and T Aeyopeva, dypoaga d0ypato.

as to the nature of yopa); 209b33-34 (ITAdtovL pévtotl AeKTEOV... d1d. TL 0VK &V TOT® TAL
glon... (At 210al1-2, an explicit reference to Timaeus); 251b17-18. (Ref. to Timaeus).

10. Topics 122b26-27 (definition of @opd); 140a3-5 (Plato using unusual words);
140b3-4 (Plato defining soul as self-mover); 148al4-22 (The idéa as defined by
Plato).



